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Iowa Public Charter School Iowa Public Charter School 
GoalsGoals
! Provide opportunities and incentives 

for 10 pilot charter school start -ups
! Collect and evaluate data; determine 

impact on student achievement
! Disseminate lessons learned & best 

practice
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State LegislationState Legislation

Requirements:
! Charters are part of the public education 

system
! Can be established by creating a new 

school within an existing school or 
converting and existing public school

! Must accomplish the following:
For Chapter 1124: www.legis.state.ia.us/GA/79GA/Session.2/SessLaws/acts/02-1124.pdf
Senate File 172: Amendments
Federal guidelines: NCLB, Title V, Part B – Public Charter Schools:
http://www.ed.gov/offices/OII/portfolio/applications/pcsp2003.doc

http://www.legis.state.ia.us/GA/79GA/Session.2/SessLaws/acts/02-1124.pdf
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Charters mustCharters must……
! Improve student learning
! Increase learning opportunities for students
! Encourage the use of different and innovative 

methods of teaching
! Measure learning outcomes and create different 

and innovative forms of measuring outcomes
! Establish new forms of accountability for schools
! Create new professional opportunities for 

teachers and other educators
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Becoming a Charter:
! The principal, teachers, parents or guardians of students at an 

existing public school can submit an application to the school 
board.

! The proposed charter must exist within the district
! Application must demonstrate the support of at least 50% of the 

teachers employed at the school on the date of application; and 
50% support by parents or guardians of students whose children 
are enrolled at the school 

Local Board Review:
! Must review all applications and approve or deny with a majority

vote within 60 days of application
! 15 days following approval, the school board must notify the DE 

(name, location, & number of enrollment projected)
! Approved local applications must be submitted to the DE for final 

approval (all federal requirements must be addressed).  The DE is 
the Authorized Chartering Agency.
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State Board Approval:
! Will not approve more than 10 total and not more 

than 1 per district (exceptions)
! Will recommend for access to federal charter 

funding (pending availability)
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Operating RequirementsOperating Requirements
! Exempt from all statutes and rules, but must do 

the following:

– Meet all federal, state, and local health and safety 
requirements and discrimination laws

– Operate as a nonsectarian, nonreligious public schools
– Operate without application or tuition fees
– Comply with civil rights codes
– Provide special education services
– Comply with audit requirements
– Continued…
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Operating Requirements ContinuedOperating Requirements Continued
– Comply with Teacher Quality legislation 
– Comply with Chapters 20 & 279 relating to contracts and 

discharge of teachers and administrators
– Comply with transportation laws (Chapter 285)
– Must not discriminate in admission policies or practices 

based on athletic ability, measures of achievement, or 
disability status.  Parameters can be set for age range, 
grade levels

– Establish an Advisory Council, comply with Chapters 21 
& 22

– Comply with federal rules or regulations relating to 
federal funding utilization not covered by IA Charter 
School legislation 

• This would include the federal requirements of NCLB 
relating to accountability and student achievement.
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Operating Requirements ContinuedOperating Requirements Continued
! Comply with Chapter 256.7 subsection 21 (accountability 

for student achievement)
! Enroll eligible resident students who submit timely 

application, unless the number of applications exceeds the 
capacity of the program.  In this case a lottery must be 
used.  

! Non resident eligible students may be enrolled based upon 
the admission policy developed by the charter

! Must provide instruction for at least the equivalent number 
of total days required in 279.10, subsection 1, or the total 
number of hours.

! A charter will be considered part of the school district in 
which it is located for purposed of state school foundation 
aid pursuant to chapter 257.
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Application ProcessApplication Process
! The Department of Education will develop guidelines and a 

draft application that will address both local and state 
application requirements. (Chapter 1124, 256F.5, section 5)

! Applicants interested in accessing federal charter school 
funding through the DE will be required to include 
additional items such as a budget and budget narrative.

! Applications will be approved for one year initially as a 
charter in planning.  Following the achievement of planning 
benchmarks, the DE will review and recommend to the 
State Board for Implementation (full charter) status.
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TimelineTimeline
July 2003 Federal notification to state

May-August 2003 Implement Communication 
Plan. Advisory Committee 
designs the applications and 
evaluation plan.

September 2003 Update to State Board of 
Education
Sample application with 
guidelines posted on the 
Department of Education 
Website for both charter school 
status and for charter school 
funding.  An intent to apply 
form will be included.
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Timeline ContinuedTimeline Continued
! October 2003 Statewide informational sessions for 

potential applicants are initiated.

! October 2003 The Department of Education 
begins to accept applications for 
charter school status and charter 
school funding.

! On-going Advisory Committee and agency 
review of applications for charter 
school status and charter school 
funding

! On-going Advisory Committee and agency review 
of applications for charter school status 
and charter school funding
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Work in ProgressWork in Progress

! DE developing and Advisory Committee to assist 
with the development of the guidelines and draft 
application

! Implement Communication Plan and Q&A
! Develop and adopt rules 
! Public hearings (ICN)
! Continue designing
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Stay TunedStay Tuned

….think of this as an adventure and a 
journey.
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